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                                                                 Leah and Willy Chua 

I am originally from Davao City, Philippines. I obtained a 
BSN degree from San Pedro College, Davao in  
1994. I had a myriad of enriching nursing experiences: ER 
Nursing, School Nurse/Chemistry Teacher,  Clinical 
Instructor in the Philippines and Psyche Nurse at 
Woodbridge Hospital Singapore. 

On May 15, 2006 my husband and I arrived in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. Along with 12 other nurses from the 
Philippines, we were recipients of a grant by Global 
Scholarship Alliance and pursued dual degrees in MSN/
MBA at Anderson University, Anderson, IN from 2006-2011 
while working in Community Health Hospital North, our co-
sponsors. PNA-IN had welcomed us, supported and 
helped us transition smoothly to Indy. I have been a PNA-
IN Executive Board member twice. 

Since 2006 I’ve been working in Med-Surg/Ortho unit at 
Saxony Hospital at IU Health. My husband Willy works in a 
warehouse. Both of us tested positive for COVID-19 on 
May 19, 2020.  I only had mild symptoms. Initially, Willy 
only experienced fatigue and fever. After two days his 
oxygen saturation dropped to 85%. He was then admitted 
to the medical unit at Saxony Hospital and was 



administered high flow oxygen.  Within 24 hours, a call from the Pulmonologist informed me that Willy 
needed to be intubated and had to be transferred to ICU. Immediately, I  rushed to Saxony  just in time to 
kiss him goodby as he took off by ambulance for the transfer to ICU. Willy was confined at IUH North ICU 
for 4 weeks. He was treated with Remdesivir IV for 5 days, convalescence plasma, steroids and 
anticoagulant. From ICU he spent six weeks at Seton Long Term Hospital for 6 weeks and Community 
Health North Rehab for two weeks. Altogether, my husband was intubated for 57 days and was 
discharged home after 3 months and 5 days.             

                                                   Willy at IUH North ICU 
  
There is so much anxiety and fear around the COVID-19 outbreak and i never thought that i myself would 
be confronted by this crisis. However, reality struck! The disease disrupted my personal and professional 
life!  I was on home quarantine for 3 weeks. What helped during this crisis was staying connected with 
family and friends through regular video calls and conversation. Although, I was anxious, scared and 
helpless, I never felt alone because of the strong support from my family, relatives, friends, co-workers 
and PNA-IN. Through their prayers, messages, phone calls, food drop-offs, groceries and gift cards, 
somehow I made it through this ordeal without going into depression or insurmountable loneliness, 
anxiety and feeling of helplessness.  

I was so worried! i didn’t have immediate family around. I was alone at home. But, what really scared me 
most was the well being of my husband who was more vulnerable due to his age and co-morbidities. I 
was very thankful for the outstanding medical and nursing care Willy received from IU Health Hospital 
systems. It gave me comfort that my nurse friends took care of Willy and gave me regular updates 
whenever I could not physically be present at his bedside. 

Willy finally woke up on June 29th,  so confused and delirious, with terrible muscle weakness, unable to 
move his left arm and left leg. i thought he was never going to walk again. Instead of questioning God 
why it happened, I asked God for his mercy and healing power! Willy did survive! 



                                                                      Willy & Leah at Seton  

I took an 8-week leave to care for Willy at home. Through his courage and tenacity, he is slowly improving 
and continues to regain strength. He is finally able to walk slowly. But, he still takes pain medicines: 
Tramadol, Cymbalta  and Gabapentin. For his elevated ammonia levels, he takes Rifaxin, and Lactulose. 
He gets followed up at the Post-ICU COVID Clinic at Methodist Hospital. The road to recovery is not easy, 
taking  a lot of effort, time and patience. But, we are both taking it one day at a time. We continue to 
believe that divine healing happens everyday. God steps in and great miracles happen! 

                                                                        Willy in CHN Rehab 




